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Position Statement on Inquiries about Diagnosis and
Treatment of Mental Disorders in Connection with
Professional Credentialing and Licensing
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The APA racopaes the mporan folesarved by lcening bords, nstutional privleging comitees
Inurarce cradenalng panets, nd othr enies chrged wih protctng the puble o impired
physcans, oy, and othr Icenees. I dischrgg ther 1esponsilties, hes enes gt maely
may e about curent funcional mpaltment nprofessons onduct 4, when rlevan, cutent
urera medcalor mental dsordrs hat may b associted with such Iaiment. Kower, the APA
Bebevs that prir agnoss and restment of 3 menta dsordr re, e 6, bt et 10 th auesion
of cutent et andtht versghtenis shouk ot nclde auestions about past dagnossand
estmentof o mentaldsorder .3 omponentof 3 generl cening iy,

APA ostonatament
The APA ecommends th fllowingprincie
agencies and aiingprogams.

1 Geners sraening nauie sbout past dgnosis and st mentof mrtal dorders re overbroad
and hscrminatory and shoud beavoded atogether. A past sty of work mpament, but not o
reportofpstrebtment o laves o absence, may be raquestd.

2 The sallent concern o icensing et s ahways the proessnafscurent capacy o funcion
andfor curtent functonalmpolrment, Questions on pplcation forms houkdiquie ol about
thecondions thatcurenty mpar the aplcant' capacy Lo function s ke, and thot re
rlevant o present practic. As xsmples of auestion thatight b askd,th lowing e
suagesed:

‘uesion: A you currently sing nacotcs,drugs, o intoctingluors 10 suchan xtent
tht your abilkytopractc o/ medicn /othr profssion] I competent, athical 3nd
profeaionslmannerwould be mpaied?Ye/ o)

Question:Ave you curtentlysufringrom  condion thatImpalrs yourudgnent o that
‘wouldothenwie aversely affect your ity 1o practcelaw / mecicine / othr profssion] i
3 competent ethcal,andprfessions maner? Yes/Nol
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3. W areevantimpalment o furcioninghasbeen acknowledged by the spplicant r documented
by thersources,inguirics sbout mental heskthrestment may b sppropae o th sk
purpose of understandingcuret unctioingand fuure perfrmance.

3 W comtuct that wondd therwise provide rounds fordenalor rvocatonof  pofesiona cnse

orpriviages as been documentd o xnowiedged by the spplcan, twould 360 be
appropriae o sk the apphcant whethr  dsorder o condiln was raised 0 eplinthat
condut.

5. Apphcants st beinformed of the potentlfor publcdisclosue of ary information hey rovide
onspplation.

5. W the spplcant rases a mental hesith dagnoss ortreatment s an explanatonfor conductor
behvio that may othenwis warrant den of cedentials o leanure, the cersing boad may
i ot 5uchdagness o treatment. Suchinuiry ol be arrowly,essonabl, nd
il o Ml o hoshtal ecords ruested shal b by wyof narroy e
recuts and eleases tht provid cces ol o formaion ha 1 ressonaby neaded 10a5ess
theapplcants tnes to prctce Allpasonal o heath elted formationshll e ot ety
confdenta amd shall b s only by ol it legmatepead for suchaccss.

7. parsonalhealh nformtion colected by th board shoud b hep confdent andshould be
destoyed atter 3 ressonshe periodof ime.
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